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March 4 — 1895: Iolani Palace

At ten Am of Wednesday the sixteenth of Jan. 1895

I was occupied in my bedroom. Mrs. Wilson

who had just come in notified me that Deputy
Marshall Brown and Capt Waipa were coming

up the front walk. I told her to show them into

the parlor, and soon followed her. On my

entrance, before I had a change to speak

Mr Brown told me that he had been sent up

to serve a summons on me holding a paper

up which he held in his hands, and never

delivered to me up to this day. He went on to say
that I must accompany them. It took me [a] few
minutes to get ready in the meantime Waipa

had followed me to my room followed by Mrs.
Wilson[,] Mrs. Clark[,] Milaina[,] Wakeki, J. Heleluhe
and others. Waipa said while tears streamed

down his cheeks that he never thought that he

would be the one to have to perform such

an unpleasant duty on my person -

that of arresting me. (Were they crocodile

tears?) He said Mrs. Clark was to accompany me -
after bidding my ohuas goodbye. I entered

Mr. Brown'’s carriage & with Waipa drove

out of Washington Place. Quite a crowd of

people had gathered in front of the C.U. [Central Union] Church
to see my departure and more were coming with

sad countenances and tears. We turned

down Richard St. while in my mind I wonder’d

what they were going to do with me. — A few minutes
brought us to Kinau gate and we turned in
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to the Palace grounds — As we drove towards the

Palace I saw a number of soldiers laying on the

grass near tents on the Ewa side of Kauikeaouli

gate in uniforms with guns either stacked or by

their side every man with Cartridge belts ready to

spring at a moments call. Our carriage stopped at

the mauka steps of the Palace and [I] was told to alight.

Capt J.H. Fischer very politely stepped forward and

offered his hand which [I] took and he lead the way.

I noticed Mr. W.C. King pointing his Camera at us &

have since seen the picture in the Examiner of the _____

With Mr. Fischer and Brown and Waipa ahead we

mounted the long stairs. Here I glanced at the makai door and saw three field pieces, &
soon arrived at a room

in the South East corner of the Palace which

I was told by the two latter this was to be my room & they withdrew. Mrs.
Jennie Clark followed me in - then Capt Fischer told

me that everything would be made as pleasant for me

as possible, and bowed

himself out & closed the door. I noticed as we arrived on the Mauka
veranda, three field pieces — the middle one being a

brass piece which looked very formidable and a little way to the east.
Capt Fischer looked very nice in

his bran[d] new uniform. When left by ourselves I

said to Mrs. Clark, “I am a prisoner.” An hour or so passed

then Major Potter came in and asked if I needed

any thing & said my meals would be brought

every day. I asked for J. Heleluhe my Agent and

Milaina my personal attendant. Major Potter

brought in some paper and a pencil. I was to write

for whatever I wanted and if presented to him

[he] would see it carried out. J. Heleluhe & Milaina

Soon came down bringing Clothes[,] sheets[,] pillows],]
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to make it comfortable as possible, under the

circumstances, seeing that I was still feeble and

in Dr. D. McLennan’s hands. Kalehua came at one

P.M. and brought our lunch. When they went away

it seemed lonely enough when the door was closed.
There was a sentry in the hall and an officer on

duty. When the next watch was set we were told

to keep our door shut. The next one that came said

we should keep it half open. There were rattling of

arms below and beating of drums every now and

then, and so it continued all that day and

night. As eve[ning] came and our supper over we

turned our attentions to making ourselves com-

fortable for the night. In the centre of our room once the Princess Poomaikelani’s was a

small square

marble table, two small chairs, one lounge &

pillows, an iron bedstead and mattress, two

easy Chairs, one wardrobe with mirror, two

Chiffoniers, an iron safe with a mantle piece

put against it so that the safe might not be

opened - A map of Honolulu showing the range

of mountains back of us with their vallies [sic] by

Wall, and one of the Hawaiian Is- Another

one by Opakahelu was pinned against the wall. A small

room we used for our pantry, a bathing room &

corner room, our boudoir — completed the extent

of our domain. This large room, 30x35 is at once our

parlor, dining room and bedroom. Towards

evening Mr. Potter brought us a lamp and by

that Mrs. Clark was enabled to read our evening prayer

from the Common Prayer book. She then administered

to me the doctor’s prescription of electricity. That over |

went to bed and she took the lounge. It was a night
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of broken slumbers. I could hear Mrs. C. sighing.

She was in trouble. Her husband imprisoned, her children

at home and she is imprisoned with me — here in this palace — &

then a sigh, a sigh, & a sigh — When morning came we

were not much better in spirits as in health after

having gone through so much excitement the day before. Arrange-

ment was made that Mrs. Wilson should come to relieve

Mrs. Clark. It was nearly one P.M. when she arrived and

I pressed a ten dollar gold piece, which I had when I left, into Mrs. C’s hand for

she was going home to her children and she would need

it. After Mrs. Wilson[ ‘]s arrival no one else was allowed to

come except Kalehua. Everything that went out and came

in was examined & Permission must be given by the

officer before it can be brought in — bundles of soiled

clothes going to or coming from the wash. Any articles

necessary for my use had to be put on paper, signed

particularly “Liliuokalani Dominis” and sent to the

Foreign Office for inspection and from there after their approval the slip

of paper is taken to Milaina who takes [it] next morning to

Marshall Hitchcock. If he is not there Dep’ty Brown

reads it, and writes his name. She returns to Lieut. Lawrence

who is officer on guard at Washington Place - and together

they search for each article enumerated in the slip of paper and

sometimes it would be days before the articles are forthcoming.
One cause for delay was, a dispute over my hand

writing. Dep’ty said it was not mine — it did not look

natural (no wonder, suffering from nervous prostration)

& so on. At other times, articles were strewn all over

the room — for on the day of my departure from home

scarcely an hour passed before Chief Justice Judd came

in empowered by President Dole to search my house,
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whether for paper or firearms. Mr. C.B. Wilson was also
their [sic] and saw him take my papers[,] examine my
private books, and took possession of two Wills — one
a political and the other a private Will. Judd made
a thorough over hauling of all my bureaus, wardrobes|, ]
shoe boxes, examining every nook that possibly could
hold a pistol or gun or papers of value for he inquired
after all these and carried a box full to his home.
Mr. Wilson called next day with Atty Genl Smith.
The latter asked me who I would like to have to act
for me and that the Govt could recognize and make
responsible. I appointed Mr. Wilson.

Jan. 17" Dr. McLennan was permitted to attend me
every morning at half past nine A.M. and brought
his electric battery and taught Mrs. Wilson how
to apply it. I was very weak and threatened with
paralysis. He gave me medicines to take three times
a day. Jan 19™ Asked Mr. Wilson to see if he could get
some one to take care of my jewelry —so he got permis-
sion from Marshall Hitchcock to have them re-
moved to the Care of Cecil Brown. Wilson, Brown
and Willie Rice were sent to take a list and
have them moved to C. Brown’s vault.

Jan 23 Mr. Parker was allowed to come in and
see me. While here he mentioned that he thought
this was the best time for one to do something
for the people who were imprisoned to save
their lives. That there was a lawyer in Irwin[‘]s
employ who would draw up papers for me to
sign. I could not comprehend what he was
driving at & said [I] would think this matter over
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Jan. 21% Mr Wilson brought in a paper for my per-
usal. Its purport was that I should abdicate
and give up my claim to the throne and to be
loyal to the Republic of Hawaii and asking
the Government to be lenient to those political offenders who
had been imprisoned for trying to overthrow them
and asking that their lives should be spared —
and last of all swearing allegiance to the Republic
and to recognize it as the only Govt.
(Jan 23 — He and Mr. Parker came
in) Jan 24 — 11 A.M. In the presence of H. A. Widemann
Paul Neiman, W. G. Irwin, S. Parker[,] C. B. Wilson, Kalua
Hookano, A. S. Hartwell, and sworn by Mr. Stanley,
I signed my Abdication to the throne of Hawaii to save
the lives of those imprisoned for treason.


lcaldeira
No reproduction


